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Am onrimPrtts to the Claims! , , . . ^ .. 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 



(currently amended): A presence management system suitable for 
multiple access communications network; by watching parties and watcj 
connected to the presence manage ment system, said presence mana^ 
comprlsing:- 

(i) A first input arranged to receive notification requests from waging parties in use. 
each notification request being in respect of a watched party, and apast one of said parties 
comprising a plurality of Snrih/irinal a. wherein each o f said individuals has a respective 
spnarate connection to the presenc e management system; 

(ii) A second input arranged to receive information >6bout events occurring in said 
multiple access communications system ; 

(iii) A processor arranged such that in use, when irlfomnation about an event relating to a 
particular watched party is received, any watchinj/ parties who made notification requests 
about that particular watched party, are notified gfiout the event. 



Claim 2 (original): A presence npiagement system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said at least one party is a watching pail 

Claim 3 (original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said at least one party is a watchsfl party. 



Claim 4 (original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
at least one of said parties/Ss an automated service. 

Claim 5 (original}: A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said at least one pafy comprising a plurality of individuals, is arranged to be modified by one 
individual only. 

Claim 6 /(original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said prese/fce management system is further arranged to provide information about the 
geographical location of a watched party in use, on the basis of said received information 
about ©4nts that occur in said multiple access communications network. 
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Claim 7 (original): A presence management system as claimed in dairn/f wherein 
said presence management system is further; arranged to provide informal about the 
current activity of a watched party, on the basis of said received information about events 
that occur in said multiple access communications network. 

Claim 8 (original): A presence management system a/claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said presence management system Is arranged to provide 7 information about types of 
connection that a watched party is able to participate in. 

Claim 9 (original): A presence managemer/system as claimed in claim 1 which is 
arranged to provide information about a change irf the availability of a group of watched 
parties, only when a threshold number of members of said group of individuals have 
undergone a change in availability. 

Claim 1 0 (original): A presence/management system as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said store of watched partyjnformatton/comp rises watched party connection preferences. 

Claim 1 1 (original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 that is 
arranged to provide a connectiorf address for that watched party. 

Claim 1 2 (currently amended): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 1 
wherein said connection ffcldress is- feeing o nly operable for a tirfflted-predetermined,time. 

Claim 13 (original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 12 which 
is further arrange/ such that the request from the watching party is forwarded to the 
connection address provided, in such a way that the watching party has no access to that 
connection address. 

Claim 14 / (original): A presence management system as claimed in claim 1 and 
wherein L plurality of said events are initiated by watched parties and comprise a 
communication via said multiple access network. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A computer program stored on a computer readable 
Jium, said computer program being adapted to control a presence management system, 
lid presence management system being suitable for use in a multiple access 
communications network by watched parties and watching partie s connected to the presence 
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■tenement system, said computer program, being arranged to cortro/said presence 
management system such that:- 

(j) notification requests are received from 'watching partiesy/ach notification request 
being in respect of a watched party, and at least one of said pastes comprising a plurality of 
^u, M ., a i e „ u h are in aach of sai d individuals has a respectjxfe separate connection to the 
presence managemen t system: 

(ii) information is received about events occurring in said multiple access 
communications system; and 

(iii) when information about an event relating^ a particular watched party is received, 
any watching parties who made notification requests about that particular watched party, are 
notified about the event 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A multiple access communications network comprising a 
presence management system, fcf useby watching parties and watched parties connected 
to thft nresence mananement svste/h. said presence management system comprising:- 
~^ a first input arranged to /receive notification requests from watching parties in use, 
each notification request being/In respect of a watched party, and at least one of said parties 
comprising a plurality of indMrtiiate wherein! each of said individuals has a respective 
separate connection to the/bresence management system; 

^ A second input/arranged to receive information about events occurring in said 
multiple access commi/nications system ; 

(iii) A processor Pranged such that in use, ; when information about an event relating to a 
particular watched/arty is received, any watching parties who made notification requests 
about that particular watched party, are notified about the event 

Claim 17 /(currently amended): A method of operating a presence management system 
suitable for/use in a multiple access communications network, said presence management 
system b/ng for use by watching parties and watched parties_cprineoted to the presence 
manan ement system, at least one of said parties comprising a plurality of individuals, 
wherem eanh of said individuals has a respective separate connection to the presence 
management system, said method comprising the Steps of> 

(JT receiving notification requests from watching parties in use, each notification request 
&eing in respect of a watched party; 

receiving information about events that occur in said multiple access communications 
network, said events relating to said watched parties; and 
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(iii) when infomiation about an event relating to a particular 
notifying any watching parties who made notification request^ J 
party, about the event 




party is reoeived, 
that particular watched 
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